
CONTINUED ON BACK 

Fall 2018 
Welcome to 5th Grade Computer Lit! 

Margaret Tipps margaret@stmatts.org 
Teacher web page: https://smcssa.org/5-complit (check NOW for extra points!) 

 
Some information to help you succeed this year! I welcome parents to contact me with any questions or concerns, 
but I do encourage students to discuss grades/assignments directly with me, the teacher. If you email, please 
include your child’s first and last name and homeroom teacher.  Some policies may be different from your 
homeroom policies since we meet once or twice a week.  Please read and be familiar with the policies!   

 
 

1. The class meets as follows. 
One day in the lab all year AND Two quarters, we will meet an extra day to learn Computer terms 

 
 

2. The class material is divided as follows: 
a. Lab-Review of keyboarding, Use of spreadsheets using Excel, Coding 
b. Classroom-Types and Uses of Computers, Hardware and software terminology, Safety on the 

Internet 
c. Coding 
 

3. The grade has three parts: 
a. Homework/Classwork/Lab 60% 

i. An assignment will be given every week.  It will be due the same day as it was given the 
following week.  Homework can be turned in one class period late for a 15-point 
penalty.  After the second class period, no credit will be given; you receive a 
ZERO.  If you miss Lab, check with me before the next lab, if possible, when you 
return to school about make up. 

b. Test   25% 
i. One written and one lab per quarter (as time allows).  Percentage will be adjusted if both 

tests are not given. 
c. Binder  15% 

i. We will set up the binders in class.  A table of contents is required.  Please do not 
change the set up of the binders.  Contents will be all handouts, graded homework and 
tests; folders will be collected near the end of each quarter. Watch for due dates.   

4. Absences 
a. A student is responsible for work assigned on any day he/she is absent.  When absent you 

may get assignments/missed work from: 
i. Folder in lab. If the work is not in the folder, speak with teacher. 
ii. The student talks to the teacher in person (phone calls/emails aren’t encouraged for this) 
iii. Webpage (MOST assignments will be posted)   
iv. DO NOT JUST ASK YOUR CLASSMATES 

 
b. If you are absent when an assignment is given, but return to school before the next class, you 

will need to turn in the assignment on time.  
 

c. If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, the assignment is due the day you return 
to school. Bring to my lab before or after school, or during the school day or during lab (you can 
leave in the assigned tray on my desk). 

 
d. If you are in school anytime during the week before a test you are expected to take the test on 

the day assigned. 
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[Type here] 
 

e. Sometimes students have special circumstances, should this arise please contact me-before a 
due date passes.   

 
5. I will post each week’s grades on RenWeb. Please CHECK RENWEB OFTEN! 
 

 
 
My child, ________________________ has computer lab on _____________________. 
 
 
During quarter____ and quarter ____ my child has computer class and homework due on Monday. 
 
During quarter ____ and quarter ____, my child has homework due on lab day. 
 
 
This note will be kept in the front of the student’s computer folder.  Please sign below and return by  
 
_________________________, to show that you have read this paper.  The students receive a grade for this 
signature (a 100 or a zero). 
 
 
 
 

Parent Signature 
 
 



[Type here] 
 

Fall 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
At the end of the second quarter (December) I like to show the 1983 Disney movie “Tron”.  The movie 
reinforces terminology and gives a visual representation to many of the hardware images we learn about.  
The movie is rated PG due to several inappropriate words and the representation of “crashing programs” and 
erasing (portrayed as dying) programs.  I explain the references during the entire movie.  I think this is a fun 
but valid learning experience and expect students to extract valuable information.  Due to the rating, I need 
parental approval.  Please sign the permission slip below and either allow or disallow your child to watch the 
movie.  Students not receiving permission will go to the library with an activity sheet. 
 
I will send the permission slip in an email as well. You are welcome to reply to the email to give permission. 
Please note that replying to the email will constitute a valid reply from you. 
 
Return or reply to the email by the end of the week of September 3. 
 
Thank you, 
Margaret Tipps 
 
 
_____ I ALLOW my child, ______________________________ to watch Tron. 
    (Please fill in child’s first and last name) 
 
_____ I DO NOT ALLOW my child, __________________________ to watch Tron. 
     (Please fill in child’s first and last name) 
 
 
 

Parent Signature/name      Date 


